
Dear Families of Confirmation Students,

Please find below some helpful notes regarding this very important year of

preparation.

Submittin� Document� Electronicall�
All necessary documents for Confirmation will be submitted electronically. The

Community Service Form, Letter to  Bishop Reed, the Candidate and Sponsor Information Form,

and any make up work will be submitted via Google Forms that will be sent to you in an email.

Classe�/T�tboo�
Our classes this year will meet weekly on Sunday evenings and will be designed as

“mini-retreats,” complete with large group and small group formats, games, discussions,

reflections, and prayer. As Mass is the greatest prayer of our Church, we are making the 5:00

Mass at St. Linus a part of our class time together. In terms of a textbook, we will be utilizing

Matthew Kelly’s Decision Point program. It is excellent! You can review all of his materials,

including our textbook, here:

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/plus/decision-point-seasons.html

Communit� Servic�
Service is definitely a requirement of the Confirmation program. Yet, perhaps different this

year, is the fact that there will be no set amount of hours to complete. Rather, students will be

asked to either create or participate in a service project of their own choosing. Service is a

lifelong task for Christians, and the hope is that by finding something of interest to your child,

he or she may develop a passion to explore various service options throughout their lives.

Please work with your teen to choose a project that can be completed in a safe manner keeping

any and all Covid protocols in mind.

Confirmatio� Nam�
Each student must select a Confirmation name. This name can be their baptismal (given) name,

or the name of another Catholic saint. In the Bible, a change of name often signifies a

conversion or a new sense of mission (i.e. Saul to Paul). Thus, the selection of a Confirmation

name represents not only a new sense of mission in the Church, but the recognition of another

saint whose example is one that is admired.

Retrea�
Another important part of the Confirmation program is the participation in a retreat. Our

parishes provide a retreat experience in the fall for your child as part of the program. If they

didn’t attend this retreat, we will work together to come up with a suitable replacement.



Sponsor
Each Confirmation candidate must select one sponsor. A Confirmation sponsor must be a

practicing Catholic who has received Baptism, First Communion, and Confirmation. They cannot

be a parent, but may be another family member (sibling, aunt, grandparent) or friend.

Letter t� th� Bishop
We ask each Confirmation candidate to write a letter to the celebrant of their Confirmation

Mass, Bishop Robert Reed. These letters are delivered to Bishop Reed and he reads each of

them so that he can get to know a little more about each of the candidates.

Confirmatio� Date�
While classes are held together, each parish will have their own Confirmation Mass. The

Confirmation Mass will be celebrated at Saint Linus on Saturday June 11th at 11am. The

Confirmation Mass will be celebrated at Saint Patrick on Saturday June 25th at 11am. You can

choose whichever date works best for you and your family. You will select your preferred date

on the “Candidate and Sponsor Information Form”.

Makin� Up Misse� Clas�
We are only together for 10 classes so please make every effort to be in class each week.  If you

do need to miss one class, there is a make-up assignment to be completed.   Please read the

chapter and watch the accompanying videos and complete a one page reflection.  You can

submit your response via a Google Form found here: https://forms.gle/aY2d9Kf9YK2nE6YSA.

In closing, please know of my prayers and support as we journey together this year.

Confirmation, while it may feel like it, is not a graduation from religious education, but the start

of a newfound mission in the Church as a practicing Catholic adult.  The Church needs our young

leaders as much as they need the Church!  If at any point you may have questions or concerns,

please do not hesitate to reach out to me at religiousednatickcaitlin@gmail.com.

Thank you and God Bless,

Caitlin D’Alessio,  Coordinator of Religious Education, Grades 6-10


